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districts and to take over or close down aca-
demically bankrupt schools—1986. In 1987
nine States had the authority to do that. In
1990 the NGA issued a report, “Educating
America: State Strategies for Achieving Na-
tional Education Goals.” In 1988, 18 States
offered assistance or intervention in low-per-
formance schools. In 1998 NGA policy sup-
ported State focus on schools and reiterated
the 1988 policy that States should have the
responsibility for enforcing accountability, in-
cluding establishing clear penalties in cases
of sustained failures to improve student per-
formance. In 1999, 19 States have proce-
dures for intervening in failing schools, 16
for replacing school staff or closing down the
school.

This is tough politics. 1 don’t know that
I could have passed this through my legisla-
ture. | do know that if we have the reauthor-
ization of the Federal law this year and we're
sending this out, and all we do is to say we
ought to do what the NGA said we should
do 13 years ago, that will accelerate the pace
of reform in education, and | think it's a wor-
thy thing.

I hope we can pass it. | want to work with
you. And it is not inconsistent with our
shared commitment to better flexibility in
education.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Governors Jeb Bush of Florida,
James B. Hunt, Jr., of North Carolina, Tom Ridge
of Pennsylvania, Gray Davis of California, John
Engler of Michigan, and NGA Chairman Tom
Carper of Delaware; Jacalyn Leavitt, wife of NGA
Vice Chairman Gov. Michael O. Leavitt of Utah;
and Sharon Kitzhaber, wife of Gov. John A.
Kitzhaber of Oregon.

Statement on Industry and
Education Leaders’
Recommendations on Technology
in the Classroom

February 22, 1999

I am delighted that the CEO Forum on
Education and Technology, a group of lead-
ers from industry and education, has devel-
oped a strong set of recommendations to en-
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sure that teachers can effectively use tech-
nology in the classroom. If technology is to
realize its potential as a powerful new tool
to help students achieve high academic
standards, teachers must be as comfortable
with a computer as they are with a chalk-
board.

That is why my $800 million budget for
educational technology includes over $100
million to give both new and current teachers
the training they need to integrate tech-
nology into the curriculum. 1 look forward
to working with the CEO forum and other
leaders in industry and education to give
every child and teacher in America access
to these high-tech tools for learning.

Statement on a Meeting of the Prime
Ministers of India and Pakistan

February 22, 1999

I welcome the successful meeting over the
weekend between Indian Prime Minister
Vajpayee and Pakistani Prime Minister
Sharif. 1 commend the two Prime Ministers
for demonstrating courage and leadership by
coming together and addressing difficult
issues that have long divided their countries.

The two leaders committed to intensifying
their efforts on key matters, including: con-
taining their competition in nuclear arms;
preventing nuclear or conventional conflict
between them; resolving territorial disputes
including Jammu and Kashmir; refraining
from interference in each other’s internal af-
fairs; fighting terrorism; promoting political
freedom and human rights; and working to-
gether to improve the lives of their citizens
through economic growth.

South Asia—and, indeed, the entire
world—uwill benefit if India and Pakistan
promptly turn these commitments into con-
crete progress. We will continue our own ef-
forts to work with India and Pakistan to pro-
mote progress in the region.

Remarks at the Democratic
Governors’ Association Dinner

February 22, 1999

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you for the warm welcome. |



